Subject Pronouns with -ar verbs (review)

Fill in the correct subject pronoun(s): yo, tu, él, ella, usted, nosotros, vosotros,
ustedes, ellos, ellas.

hablamos mucho de literatura.
llego tarde a la escuela.

miras el mapa de Europa.
llega temprano.

toma apuntes.
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-Ar verb conjugation

1. El profesor a los estudiantes. (ayudar)
2. Martayyo de Chile. (hablar)

3. Pablo espafiol. (estudiar)

4. Tua buenas notas. (sacar)

5. Ustedes apuntes. (tomar)

The possessive with “de”

In English, we say (a) the boy’s father or (b) the father of the boy. Spanish uses only
(b) el padre del muchacho. The word de (of) may precede the noun (el padre de
Juan) or the noun and it’s article. De can also mean “about.”

Examples: El padre del muchacho. (de + el = del) El padre de lIa muchacha
El padre de los muchachos El padre de las muchachas.
El padre de Juan. La capital de México.

(Notice there is no article in the last two sentences where a proper noun is used).

Supply de plus the article (if required): de, del, de los, de la, de las

1. Ellibroes Juan.

2. Los lapices son alumnos.

3. Yo hablo profesora.

4. Lamochila alumno esta aqui (here).

5. Nosotros hablamos capital* Bolivia.

6. Elcarroes ella. (Don’t use article before a personal pronoun either).
7. El profesor habla ______ Sancho Panza.

8. Eldiccionario es profesor.

9. Los uniformes son muchachas.

*capital is a masculine noun.



Use of the “A Personal”

When a human being is the direct object of a verb, the direct object must be
preceded by the word a. This a, which is not strictly a preposition, is known as
the “persona a” or “a personal”. There is no equivalent in English.

Remember...the direct object receives the action of the verb. How do you find it?
Ask what? or who? Examples...

Human being as direct object:
[ listen to Mary. - Who do I listen to? Mary. Mary is the direct object.
Yo escucho a Mary.- ;A quién escucho? A Mary. Mary es el objeto directo.

Nonhuman as direct object:
[ listen to the radio. -What do I listen to? The radio. The radio is the direct object.
Yo escucho el radio. -;Qué escucho? La radio. ---La radio es el objeto directo.

I. Supply, as needed, the a personal, together with the appropriate definite
article. Determine which one you need to use: al, alos, a la, a las, Ia, el or los.

1. Yo miro muchacha.

2. Yo miro carpeta en la papeleria.
3. El profesor ensefia alumno.

4. Cantan los mariachis rancheras?
5. ¢Invitas ta mariachis a cantar?
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In the following sentences the “a” means “to” and it is a preposition. The rule above
does not apply (these sentences do not have a direct object). Use al, alos,alaora
las.

6. Yovoy estadio.

7. Martava escuela.

8. Juany Pablo van papeleria.

9. Vamos museos de Nueva York.

10.Van cafeteria.




